
Name: Adrian Peterson

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 218

School Oklahoma

Year: Junior

Date: 10/7/2006

Opponent: Texas

Score: 10-28

Location: Cotton Bowl

Surface Grass

Climate: Sunshine

Temperature: Temperate

The Gut Check's RB Scouting Analysis

Overall Score: 89

Leg power, drives through arm tackles [1pt]: Yes

Effective stiff arm [1pt]: Yes

Initiates contact, runs behind pads, and punishes defenders [1pt]: Yes

Good body lean/Finishes runs [3pts]: Yes

Gains yards after contact/second-third effort runner [7pts]: Yes

Power Score : 13

High performance in adverse conditions [1pt]: N/A

Maintains balance when hit head-on [1pt]: Yes

Maintains balance when it from an indirect angle [7pts]: Yes

Carries ball with either hand [1pt]: No

Consistently handles QB/RB exchanges [3pts]: Yes

Demonstrates ball security [3pts]: No

Maintains control of ball when hit [7pts]: Yes

Maintains control of ball in adverse weather conditions [1pt]: N/A

Effective short area burst [7pts]: Yes

Separates from 1st and 2nd wave of defenders [1pt]: Yes

Effective outside runner [3pts]: Yes

Makes good decisions with where to run [7pts]: Yes

Patience in traffic (sets up blocks) [3pts]: Yes

Takes good angles away from defenders in the open field [1pt]: Yes

Effective lower body jukes while on the run [3pts]: Yes

Effective  upper body jukes while on the run [1pt]: No

Avoids direct shots [7pts]: Yes

Effective stop-start movements [2pts]: Yes

Effective lateral movement [3pts]: Yes

Correct diagnosis of blocking assignments [1pt]: Yes

Effort with assignments [3pts]: No

Willingness to block in the open field and on broken plays [1pt]: Yes

Consistently makes receptions on catchable balls [3 pts]: Yes

Makes difficult catch [1pt]: No

Catches ball effectively with back to the quarterback [1pt]: No

Consistently catches ball with hands and without juggling [1pt]: Yes

Consistent target in the passing game [3pts]: Yes

Runs precise routes [1pt]: Yes

Missed fewer than 10% of opportunities to play [1pt]: No

Performs at high level while playing with an injury [1pt]: N/A

No chronic injuries (Two or more injuries to same body part) [1pt]: Yes

No injuries requiring extensive rehabilitation [7 pts]: Yes

Balance Score : 9

BHandling Score : 11

Speed Score : 11

Vision Score: 11

Elusiveness Score : 15

Blocking Score : 2

Receiving and Routes Score : 8

Durability Score : 9

Attempts: 25

Rush Yds 109

1st Downs 6

Rush Td 1

Target: 3

Rec: 1

Rec Yds 10

Rec Tds 0

Fumbles 1

Broken Tackles 9

BLKs Assigne 5

BLKs Made 2

Game Stats 



 The Gut Check's RB Scouting Profile 
 Name: Adrian Peterson Date: 10/7/2006 Opponent: Texas 
  One of the best after contact runners in college footballs. Excellent combination of balance, power, leverage, and speed. He can run over a player and then outrun the  
 Overall  field. He explodes out of cuts and can either reverse his field or make  lateral cuts at full speed. He has terrific instincts and vision when it comes to finding the opening or 

 Strengths:  setting up defenders that are in the 2nd and 3rd level of the defense while he is behind the line of scrimmage. From an instinctive and athletic standpoint, Peterson has  
 an opportunity to be a special runner at the pro level if he can improve his ball protecting technique. Pat Summerall, a former player and long-time analyst says  
 
 accurate to think of him as Eddie George with breakaway speed. 

Peterson reminds him of Eric Dickerson and I think that's an apt statement, although he might be more physical than Dickerson and not quite as fast. I'd say it's more  

 Overall  His ball control technique needs improvement. Despite the fact he isn't a frequent fumbler, he seems to lose control of the ball at least once per game because he doesn't  
 Weaknesses: keep the ball close enough to his body. His blocking is the worst aspect of his game. He is a liability protecting the QB, especially when he attempts cut blocks. He lowers  
 his shoulders when taking on defenders, but still tends to run a bit upright. He has an injury prone label, but none of should impact his physical skills at this point. 

 Power: His first attempt went off tackle. He lowered his shoulder and took on the LB, colliding with the defender and running through him. Although the hit eventually brought him  
 
 59-yard kick return on a run up the middle. He lowered his shoulders and burst through a very sound hit and form tackle, gaining four yards on a tackle that should have  

down, Peterson's body lean, initiation of contact with the shoulders, and leg drive earned him a 6-yard gain after the hit 1 yard down field. He did the same thing after his  

 resulted in a 1-2 yard gain. Peterson took a slant play and bounced it outside. He took on the DB with his free hand and nearly shook the tackle, but he fumbled the ball.  
 Peterson burst through a small lane in the line and ran through a hit to his thigh by the safety with an angle on his way to a 37-yard td run. Good pad level while in traffic  
 
 that the DB attempted when he shot through the line with 5:12 in the half, bounced away from a hit, and then decided to plow for a minimal loss on a run where the entire  

which allowed him to keep his balance when running through the safety's hit and bouncing off the back of his lineman on the other side. He stepped out of an ankle tackle  

 play was strung out. It looked like a mini-highlight of one of Walter Payton's runs for a loss. He gained 5 yards on the next play despite getting hit in the ankle at the LOS  
 
 where he had to go east-west. 

to begin the run. The best way to tackle Peterson is keep him from running downhill. He was stopped for a loss or no gain 7 times in the first 3 QTRs. All but one were runs  

 Ball  Peterson fumbled the ball on a run where he shook the DB with his right arm, maintained his balance by planting his right arm to the ground but the ball in his left arm t   hi

 Handling: the ground and popped loose. On his 37-yard touchdown run, Peterson nearly had the ball knocked loose because he held it with his elbow too far away from his body.  
 Peterson literally had to fight to maintain control of the ball while running downfield. On of the problems he has is he doesn't always switch the ball to his outside arm on  
 runs. He literally lowered his shoulder into two defenders on a run to the left corner with 14:55 in the 4th QTR where he had the ball under the arm of the shoulder he  
 used to lean into the hits. 

 Elusiveness: Peterson took a run towards his left, following his pulling guard, but made a 90-degree cut between the center and guard up the middle. Excellent effort to dive into the  
 
 9th tackle on the 8-yard run. He had the quickness to make a start-stop move near the hole, freeze the defense and then gain the corner for a positive gain with 10:10 in  

end zone as the DB with the angle tried to wrap up Peterson. He made a great spin move with 1:45 left to elude a tackler in the middle of the field after stepping out of his  

 the 3rd QTR. Very quick change of direction of a 5-yard gain on a run designed to go to the right, but he reversed his field when the defense had the corner contained. 

 Balance: On 2nd and 13 with 5:37 in the 1st QTR, Peterson took an inside hand off towards the right side of the spread formation. The Texas DB shot the gap and grabbed  
  Peterson's leg 4 yards behind the LOS. Peterson was able to change direction to the left as he stepped out of the tackle, just eluding the DE falling towards him and burst  

 through the hole for a 4-yard gain. Great balance that turned a 4-yard loss to a 4-yard gain. Peterson was able to maintain his balance for two extra yards on a run he  
 bounced to the left side after using his right arm to both shake the tackle and plant on the ground to stay upright. 

 Speed: Peterson burst through the lane at the 15 yard line on his kick return and out ran the coverage's angle at the 18 yard line and then the 28 yard line. A third defender had  
 

speed and made the man miss. The trailing defender brought him down at the Texas 40 yard line. Peterson showed the speed to take a pitch to the left corner for a 5-yard 
a sound angle from the 33 yard line as Peterson was at the 28 yard line and got in front of Peterson at the 50, but the RB cut back to the inside of the field without losing  

 
  gain despite the defense stringing out the offensive line on the play. On his 37-yard scoring run, Peterson outran a great angle by the safety after bursting through the  
 hole where he broke a tackle. Peterson took a handoff with 10:14 in the game moving towards the right. He slipped as he saw the defense stringing out the corner and  
 reversed his field, outrunning the left side for a 5-yard gain. 

 Blocking: Peterson made a decent block off the edge in a rolling pocket towards Peterson's side. He almost allowed the DB to get through, but followed up with a second hit to the  
 chest. Peterson wasn't hesitant to deliver a blow. He completely missed the angle on the DE when he attempted assist the RT on blocking the edge rusher on a rollout to  
 
 assignment with 8:20 in the half. . Although the missed block didn't result in a positive play for the defense, Peterson's technique was poor. He did the same thing with  

the right side. He DE blew past him and nearly got the sack, forcing a quick throw. He also telegraphed a cut block where he flopped at the defender's feet and missed his  

 2:17 left in the half without a negative impact to the OU offense. 

 Vision: Peterson had a 59-yard kick return after Texas' first score. He fielded the ball at the 5 yard line in the left flat, veered towards the center of the field to use the blocking  
 scheme for the return and found a huge lane about five yards wide that he burst through at the 15. Peterson did a great job seeing a very narrow gap between the center 
  and guard on a run designed to go between the pulling guard and tackle. This recognition of the hole and getting the linebacker to over commit to the right, was key in  
 this 37-yard scoring run. 

 Receiving and  Peterson ran a slant out of the backfield in a spread set, but the throw was too far behind him and the LB knocked the pass away. Peterson took a swing pass out of the   
 Routes: spread formation, catching the ball with his hands and making a sharp cut to the inside, eluding the CB in the flat with this move to gain 10 yards on the play. Peterson  
 missed a swing pass thrown over his head and behind him. He had the opportunity to snatch the ball, but it would have been a difficult catch. The pass was seen as a  
 lateral  and Texas recovered the ball for a score. 

 Durability: Broke his collarbone to end his 2006 season. Prior to that, he dealt with a high ankle sprain in 2005 the limited him. 



Name: Adrian Peterson

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 218

School Oklahoma

Year: Sophmore

Date: 9/12/2005

Opponent: Tulsa

Score: 31-15

Location: Oklahoma

Surface Grass

Climate: Sunshine

Temperature: Hot

The Gut Check's RB Scouting Analysis

Overall Score: 92

Leg power, drives through arm tackles [1pt]: Yes

Effective stiff arm [1pt]: Yes

Initiates contact, runs behind pads, and punishes defenders [1pt]: Yes

Good body lean/Finishes runs [3pts]: Yes

Gains yards after contact/second-third effort runner [7pts]: Yes

Power Score : 13

High performance in adverse conditions [1pt]: N/A

Maintains balance when hit head-on [1pt]: Yes

Maintains balance when it from an indirect angle [7pts]: Yes

Carries ball with either hand [1pt]: No

Consistently handles QB/RB exchanges [3pts]: Yes

Demonstrates ball security [3pts]: No

Maintains control of ball when hit [7pts]: Yes

Maintains control of ball in adverse weather conditions [1pt]: N/A

Effective short area burst [7pts]: Yes

Separates from 1st and 2nd wave of defenders [1pt]: Yes

Effective outside runner [3pts]: Yes

Makes good decisions with where to run [7pts]: Yes

Patience in traffic (sets up blocks) [3pts]: Yes

Takes good angles away from defenders in the open field [1pt]: Yes

Effective lower body jukes while on the run [3pts]: Yes

Effective  upper body jukes while on the run [1pt]: Yes

Avoids direct shots [7pts]: Yes

Effective stop-start movements [2pts]: Yes

Effective lateral movement [3pts]: Yes

Correct diagnosis of blocking assignments [1pt]: No

Effort with assignments [3pts]: N/A

Willingness to block in the open field and on broken plays [1pt]: N/A

Consistently makes receptions on catchable balls [3 pts]: Yes

Makes difficult catch [1pt]: N/A

Catches ball effectively with back to the quarterback [1pt]: N/A

Consistently catches ball with hands and without juggling [1pt]: N/A

Consistent target in the passing game [3pts]: No

Runs precise routes [1pt]: N/A

Missed fewer than 10% of opportunities to play [1pt]: Yes

Performs at high level while playing with an injury [1pt]: Yes

No chronic injuries (Two or more injuries to same body part) [1pt]: Yes

No injuries requiring extensive rehabilitation [7 pts]: Yes

Balance Score : 9

BHandling Score : 11

Speed Score : 11

Vision Score: 11

Elusiveness Score : 16

Blocking Score : 4

Receiving and Routes Score : 7

Durability Score : 10

Attempts: 32

Rush Yds 220

1st Downs 7

Rush Td 2

Target: 1

Rec: 1

Rec Yds 12

Rec Tds 0

Fumbles 1

Broken Tackles 10

BLKs Assigne 0

BLKs Made 0

Game Stats 



      The Gut Check's RB Scouting Profile 
 Name: Adrian Peterson Date: 9/12/2005 Opponent: Tulsa 
  Powerful back that lowers his pads and aggressively initiates contact with the defense. Terrific speed and good feet. Dies hard on every run. Has great elusiveness in  
 Overall  space for his size. Accelerates well, much like Chris Brown, formerly of Colorado and the current Titans' co-starter, but runs with much better pad level and more  

 Strengths: elusiveness. He's a much tougher runner. Can spin away from you or run you over. Great competitor that rises to the pressure of a situation. Adequate receiver out of the 
  backfield. 

 Overall  In this game, Peterson is playing behind an unstable,  offensive line. No starter was playing a the same position on the line just a week ago. They lost one of their  
 Weaknesses: linemen to a shoulder injury with 2:00 left in the half. Although improving his technique, he is a taller back that runs a little high. Needs to work on his ball control. Often  
 dangerously exposes the ball when making that extra effort on runs. Will need to correct this tendency as he consistently faces a higher level of competition. Peterson  
 body catches the football as a receiver and he is never used as a blocker in the passing game. In fact, he's often taken out of games in these situations. 

 Power: This is a back with excellent power that can run over player in the open field or move a pile. I like how he attacks the defense as he makes contact. His aggressiveness  
 

DB's tackle and dragged an LB that originally wrapped up around Peterson's waist but ended up holding onto the RB's leg for three yards before help arrived to bring the  
allows him to win the war of contact against a defender. Most of the time, Peterson moves forward after contact. Peterson has excellent leg strength. Peterson ran out of a  

 
 RB down inside the 5-yard line. Likes to lower his shoulder into a defender. Still dragging LB's for 2-3 yards in the 4th QTR. 

 Ball  Demonstrated in the first quarter that he is comfortable carrying the ball with either hand, but he doesn't not switch the ball while running. Most of the time he runs with the 
 Handling:  ball in the right hand. In the 4th QTR in this heat, Peterson seemed to have more difficulty maintaining a grip on the ball. He slightly juggled a hand off and almost  
 
 with Peterson having the ball in the wrong hand in regards to the direction he was running on the play. 

fumbled the ball at the end of the gain. On the next play, he extended the ball away from his body to gain extra yards and it was knocked away. This also had a lot to do  

 Elusiveness: Peterson displayed quick feet on the first offensive play. He took a hand off up the middle, and the DT got penetration at the LOS and dove for the RB's feet, but the  
 Peterson made a quick lateral move to the right and gained 4 yards on the play. He consistently navigates around penetration very well. In the 3rd QTR, Peterson  
 

like something Barry Sanders would do and he gained 33 yards on the play. He also runs with a wiggle and for a guy his size, that's impressive. He as very quick  
bounced a pitch outside, eluded one defender with a nice cut and then spun away from a DB with a perfect opportunity to wrap him up in the backfield. The spin looked  

 
 start-stop moves when running down hill and changing direction as he's moving North-South. 

 lance: On a first down run in the 1st QTR, Peterson took an indirect hit on his lower leg but still maintained his balance to fall forward for a 3-4 yard gain. Excellent balance.  Ba
  Regularly maintains balance when hit from indirect angles to the lower body and still gain yardage. 

 Speed: Looks quick in and out of cuts for a big back. Peterson attacks the LOS with a terrific burst. If he sees a hole, he'll accelerate into the handoff. On his 42-yard run, Peterson  
 was fast enough to get deep into the secondary and run past two defenders with decent angles. 

 Blocking: Needs work on understanding which players to pick up in pass protection. He played too far inside the pocket and did not roll over to the outside to make a play on a  
 defender that got free outside. This forced the QB to break containment and throw the ball away. 

 Vision: Despite the inexperienced line, Peterson had some big holes. He does see and react well to defensive penetration into the backfield and this is also why he was able to  
 exploit the bigger holes. He's so much of a contact runner that sometimes he winds up facing down players he could have run away from. 

 Receiving and  First reception was a swing pass, which he body caught to his inside shoul er while on the run. He looked the ball in well and quickly tucked it into his body as he turned  d

 Routes: up field. It was a clean catch, but he still needs work extending his hands. 

 Durability: Playing with a sprained ankle that put him out of last week's game. The ankle was noticeably taped, but he was able to move very well. Either he plays well with pain, or  
 the sprain was very minor and Peterson was getting the tape job as a precaution. He has dealt with a collarbone break and a high ankle sprain in his career. 



Name: Adrian Peterson

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 218

School Oklahoma

Year: Sophmore

Date: 12/29/2005

Opponent: oregon

Score: 17-14

Location: Holiday Bowl

Surface Grass

Climate: Night

Temperature: Temperate

The Gut Check's RB Scouting Analysis

Overall Score: 89

Leg power, drives through arm tackles [1pt]: Yes

Effective stiff arm [1pt]: Yes

Initiates contact, runs behind pads, and punishes defenders [1pt]: Yes

Good body lean/Finishes runs [3pts]: Yes

Gains yards after contact/second-third effort runner [7pts]: Yes

Power Score : 13

High performance in adverse conditions [1pt]: N/A

Maintains balance when hit head-on [1pt]: Yes

Maintains balance when it from an indirect angle [7pts]: Yes

Carries ball with either hand [1pt]: Yes

Consistently handles QB/RB exchanges [3pts]: Yes

Demonstrates ball security [3pts]: No

Maintains control of ball when hit [7pts]: Yes

Maintains control of ball in adverse weather conditions [1pt]: N/A

Effective short area burst [7pts]: Yes

Separates from 1st and 2nd wave of defenders [1pt]: Yes

Effective outside runner [3pts]: Yes

Makes good decisions with where to run [7pts]: Yes

Patience in traffic (sets up blocks) [3pts]: No

Takes good angles away from defenders in the open field [1pt]: Yes

Effective lower body jukes while on the run [3pts]: Yes

Effective  upper body jukes while on the run [1pt]: No

Avoids direct shots [7pts]: Yes

Effective stop-start movements [2pts]: Yes

Effective lateral movement [3pts]: Yes

Correct diagnosis of blocking assignments [1pt]: N/A

Effort with assignments [3pts]: N/A

Willingness to block in the open field and on broken plays [1pt]: N/A

Consistently makes receptions on catchable balls [3 pts]: Yes

Makes difficult catch [1pt]: Yes

Catches ball effectively with back to the quarterback [1pt]: Yes

Consistently catches ball with hands and without juggling [1pt]: Yes

Consistent target in the passing game [3pts]: No

Runs precise routes [1pt]: Yes

Missed fewer than 10% of opportunities to play [1pt]: No

Performs at high level while playing with an injury [1pt]: Yes

No chronic injuries (Two or more injuries to same body part) [1pt]: Yes

No injuries requiring extensive rehabilitation [7 pts]: Yes

Balance Score : 9

BHandling Score : 12

Speed Score : 11

Vision Score: 8

Elusiveness Score : 15

Blocking Score : 5

Receiving and Routes Score : 7

Durability Score : 9

Attempts: 23

Rush Yds 84

1st Downs 6

Rush Td 0

Target: 2

Rec: 1

Rec Yds 8

Rec Tds 0

Fumbles 2

Broken Tackles 7

BLKs Assigne 0

BLKs Made 0

Game Stats 



 The Gut Check's RB Scouting Profile 
 Name: Adrian Peterson Date: 12/29/2005 Opponent: oregon 
  Peterson has an elite combination of  balance, speed, power and cutting ability. He makes moves like a 5-10, 195-lb. speed back, but in the frame of a 6-2, 218-lb man  
 Overall  with great balance. He runs with terrific determination and has a knack for making the big plays in pressure situations. He can catch the football with his hands and makes 

 Strengths:  movies in the open field with acceleration that is special in comparison to his peers. If he can remain healthy, improve his patience in the hole, and protect the football,  
 he could be a special back in the NFL. 

 Overall  He needs to practice better technique protecting the ball. He holds the ball too far from is body which makes it vulnerable to getting stripped. He also ran very high whi h c

 Weaknesses:  makes the ball more vulnerable as well as his body to more punishment than necessary. He needs more discipline with the smaller aspects of playing his position that  
 will prevent him from creating big plays for the opposite team. 

 Power: One of the most powerful backs I've seen in football lately. He took a run up the middle with 14:05 in the 2nd QTR and followed the pulling guard into the hole but got hit  
 

through a glancing blow in the hole to lean forward for a 1-yard gain. Not a great gain, but a demonstration of his sheer power to deflect hard shots from two defensive  
immediately by a DT coming free. The hit spun Peterson around, but he maintained his balance while the DT fell to the ground. Peterson immediately ran forward and  

 
 players. He easily runs through leg tackles. He ran out of an ankle tackle and a leg tackle while trying to take the corner out of an I-formation pitch with 8:43 in the half.  
 He nearly ran through a tackle by Haloti Ngata behind the line of scrimmage with 14:00 left in the 3rd QTR. At full speed on a 2nd down run with 10:48 in the 3rd QTR,  
 
 after gaining another 13 yards during the contact along the sideline. The safety was literally on the sideline trying to drag Peterson out of bounds by the jersey, but he was 

Peterson met the safety head-on  near the sideline and used his right arm to ward off the tackle attempt to his body while still on the run. He nearly ran through the tackle  

  getting towed down the field for over 10 yards before he managed to knock the ball loose from the RB's grip. The combination of speed, power, and balance on this run  
 
  downfield before dragging a safety making a waste tackle for an extra yard. 

was impressive. He broke three tackles on a draw play where he ran through a thigh tackle after setting it up with a move and then broke a second hit to the thigh 3 yards 

 Ball  Peterson didn't switch the ball to his outside arm on his reception where he spun to the sideline. He held the ball a bit far from his body and it popped out on the sideline   
 Handling: after taking the hit. He tends to carry the ball with his elbow about 8-10 inches from his body, which will make him prone to the ball getting stripped. On Peterson's run  
 with 10:48 in the 3rd QTR, the safety was able to chop the ball out of the RB's grasp to end the play. On Peterson's reversal of field with 6:20 in the 3rd QTR, he switched  
 the ball appropriately to the outside hand, but he carried it like a loaf of bread rather than tucked around his arm until he got close to traffic. Even then, he held the ball  
 loosely. He tried to extend the ball on a 3rd and goal run up the middle but had the ball stripped out of his hands as he was sliding down the pile to the ground. 

 Elusiveness: On Peterson's first reception, he took two steps up field and spun around a blocker and tackler towards the sideline, which helped him gain 8 yards on the play. He made  
 

consistently makes the first man miss, but the Oregon pursuit was too fast for the OU offense in the 1st half. He has excellent acceleration out of his cuts. On his reversal of  
an excellent start-stop move as he was bouncing a stretch play out of the spread formation to the right side. His move helped him get the corner and a 1st down. He  

 
 field for 10 yards with 5:35 in the 3rd QTR, Peterson made a very sharp stop and start to reverse field and then a cut back inside that he nearly broke for longer run, but  
 was horse-collared at the first down marker by the player he tried to avoid with the cutback. He demonstrated the speed and acceleration on start stop moves to reverse  
 his field and turn a few certain losses into gains in the 2nd half. 

 Balance: Peterson's first run was a slant to the left side of the formation. The Oregon defense got good penetration in the backfield and clipped his leg as he made the cut up field  
  towards the hole. He maintained his balance well enough to fall forward and extend his the ball over the first down marker. His balance is really extraordinary in terms of 

  taking shots and not falling down. On his only reception of the game, Peterson lowered his shoulder just as a safety made a diving hit and managed to stay on his feet  
 despite colliding with this play at full speed. The hit only drove him out of bounds. He did slip on an I formation run in the first quarter. In fact he had two consecutive  
 
 with 9:51 in the half. While warding off the safety's tackle with a stiff arm along the sideline with 10:48 in the 3rd QTR, Peterson gained another 13 yards before another  

plays where he slipped. Once with the ball and once without. He also slipped out after making a cut on a five-yard gain from a spread formation run out of the end zone  

 Oregon defender delivered a shot to knock the RB out of bounds. He had enough balance on a run to slam into his own RG and change direction to run through a hole near 
 Speed: One of the first things you notice about Peterson is his burst. He's so quick to the hole that his collisions seem more violent than other backs. He took a belly play with  
 10:50 in the 3rd QTR and got between the hole created by the  LT blocking the DE  and the G blocking the DT. Within a few steps he was at full speed past the first down  
 

to the right sideline--outrunning the defense to the corner-retreating 15 yards as he swept around and then nearly bursting through the lane at the right sideline for a  
marker. He showed the speed to take a draw from the I formation, run into the hole, stop, as the DT grabbed his arm and reverse his field. He ran from the LT all the way  

 
 one-yard gain. If he didn't get tripped, it would have gone for a touchdown. 

 Blocking: Peterson was used as a decoy on play action passes or sent out of the backfield as a receiver in the first half. 

 Vision: OU wants to use him more out of the I-formation because they can take advantage of his speed with him deeper in the backfield so blocks naturally develop a bit more  
 
  less than two minutes in the half. He missed a few cutback opportunities in the first half and early in the 3rd QTR where he could have used his speed around the corner. 

without him having to slow down as much. Peterson got the ball on a fumbled snap and tried to reverse his field rather than run forward. He lost 17 yards on the play with 

 Receiving and  Peterson's first target was a screen pass to the left side of the formation with 8:56 left in the opening quarter. Peterson caught the ball with his hands extended away from   
 Routes: his body and over his head to bring down the ball that was thrown a bit too high and hard for a screen pass. He was facing the QB to make the catch. There was no trouble 
  for him to get a good release on the route. 

 Durability: Peterson had been playing with a high ankle sprain throughout the season. He only gained 11 yards on 10 carries in the first two and a half quarters, and split his head  
 open, but then ripped off 75 yards on 13 carries after getting bandaged and put back into the contest. 




